
Summary for Group 4 
Week 1 (8th - 18th October) 

 
 Summary / Comments 
 Act 1a Act 1b Act 1c 

Alison (Sally) 10th Oct   
Bradley    
Daniel    

Elise    
Elizabeth 10th Oct   

Genevieve    
Greg    
Geoff    

Ian 11th Oct 8th Oct 8th Oct 
Martin    
Natalie    

Tom 12th Oct   
Yousif    
Shirley 10th Oct 10th Oct 10th Oct 

 
 

 Voicethread 
 Intro Pre 1 Pre 2 Pre 3 Pre 4 

Alison (Sally)  8th Oct 10th Oct 10th Oct 10th Oct 
Bradley      
Daniel 8th Oct  10th Oct 10th Oct 13th Oct 

Elise      
Elizabeth 8th Oct 10th Oct 10th Oct 10th Oct 10th Oct 

Genevieve     14th Oct 
15th Oct 

Greg 11th Oct 11th Oct 12th Oct 12th Oct 12th Oct 
Geoff      

Ian 8th Oct 9th Oct 9th Oct 9th Oct 11th Oct 
Martin      
Natalie 8th Oct 8th Oct    

Tom  11th Oct 11th Oct 11th Oct 11th Oct 
Yousif      
Shirley 10th Oct   13th Oct 13th Oct 

 
 

 Voicethread 
Feedback 

Survey  
Monkey 

 3a 3b 
Alison (Sally)   

Bradley   
Daniel 18th Oct  

Elise   
Elizabeth   

Genevieve 18th Oct  
Greg 17th Oct  
Geoff   

Ian 15th Oct 15th Oct 
Martin   
Natalie 17th Oct  

Tom   
Yousif   
Shirley 18th Oct  

 
 



Activity 1a 
Allocated Paragraph Headings from reading above 

Groups Time 
Management Method Results Discussion 

& Implications Conclusion 

            
Group 1 Alison (Sally) Bradley Daniel Elise Elizabeth 

            
Group 2 Genevieve Geoff Martin Natalie Tom 

           
Group 3 Yousif   Greg Ian   

      

  
Conclusion Elizabeth 10th Oct 
Findings supported the need for researchers and practitioners to firstly take into account the 
individual characteristics of their learners and secondly to evaluate their communication strategies 
when designing online learning environments. Students who achieve better results are found to be 
those who interact and participate within the online environment.  This research has raised 
questions on the type of interaction that students undertake.  Further research is required on the 
learning benefits of passive interaction over that of the once desirable active interaction.  Being 
active through more postings and responses may not directly correlate to higher marks, instead the 
amount of time reading, accessing and viewing the material may indicate that passive students 
are also able to learn effectively and achieve favourable results. 
 

Time 
Management Alison 10th Oct 

Although individual results may vary, students having effective time management skills has a 
positive influence on student academic results. Online learning in particular requires stronger self-
motivation, self-discipline and time management skills for students to succeed, as it is does not 
adhere to the boundaries of time and place. 
 
Discussion 

& 
Implications 

Ian 11th Oct 

The study highlighted a number of important implications for students. It stated that High 
Procrastinators (HP) are less successful than Low Procrastinators (LP) because they participate less 
(and later) in discussion forums during the learning process. This depleted participation in 
forums/discussions can lead to a harmful impact on their studies, as apposed to LP who tend to 
participate more in forums/discussions leading to a positive impact on their studies.  
 
HP almost keep themselves apart from the forums/discussions because they join much later, giving 
them the feeling of isolation until the end of the unit/course. This is very similar to how a newcomer 
feels when they join a group/set/workplace. The LP engage socially from an early stage becoming 
more involved in the learning process. This aids understanding of the unit/course which then leads 
to increased performance. 
 
Tutors/Lecturers have to be able to identify these HP, so that early engagement with the 
unit/course is promoted and momentum sustained. It stated that this early participation can lead to 
preventing potential failure. If the HP students are engaging later, it makes it difficult for these 
students to gain any practical feedback or performance on what they are doing.  
 
 
Conclusion Tom 12th Oct 
This research indicates that there is a relationship between performance and participation in 
discussion forums. However, it also indicates that the participation need not be active, but that 
passive participation can reduce procrastination and increase performance. 
 



Activity 1b 
     

Alison (Sally) Bradley Daniel Elise Elizabeth 
          

Genevieve Geoff Martin Natalie Tom 
          

Yousif   Greg Ian   
     

 
Ian 

8th Oct 

History 
In my work place, we are starting to implement the Australian Curriculum. Part of this implementation 
involves teachers researching different curriculum subjects, and how they interconnect.  
 
Task 
Each year level was tasked (by school admin) with a different subject. From that year level, a 
spokesperson was selected (by school admin) to collate the research and present it at a staff professional 
development day. Like the audio recording, we had team members whose enthusiasm ranged from really 
excited to “do I have to”. Sometimes, I think that for the greater good of the task, you need team 
members to stand up as leaders. Ultimately, you will have deadlines to adhere to.  
 
For organisations, forced collaboration has to be an option from a macro level (school admin). For a 
micro level, we drew on the strengths of the group and subdivided up the different aspects of the 
curriculum subject. In the reading, Leigh-Smith, B. & MacGregor, J.T. (1992) talks about how learners 
are diverse and that learning is inherently social. Groups at our school used this as a starting point for the 
division of labour for the task. 

 
 
 



Activity 1c 
     

Alison (Sally) Bradley Daniel Elise Elizabeth 
          

Genevieve Geoff Martin Natalie Tom 
          

Yousif   Greg Ian   
     

 
Ian 

8th Oct 

Strengths  
From a technical standpoint, I have felt very confident in my abilities to face the challenges that ICT 
offers in respect to communication (CO) and authoring (AU). The difficulty is always trying to find a 
way to integrate ICT so that CO and AU are utilised through the delivery and implementation of 
activities and resources. As part of a collaborative team, a good mechanism is to try and indentify the 
strengths of your team, and build upon the weaknesses or inexperienced.  
 
Challenges 
From a social perspective, I find it very challenging in building rapports with peer learners or my own 
students. And this is from a purely practical point of view. As a teacher of primary students, it can 
sometimes take many weeks or months to find that rapport or bond with a student. This can be attributed 
to many social, economic or other diagnosed issues. With distance education, that rapport is not 
automatically there or easy to pick up and run with. It is hard to understand viewpoints, agendas or 
motivations for others that you have been thrown together with.  
 
Have the birds done this to another bird before? Probably. Are they learning and building upon their 
skills each time they do it? I am sure of that. Do they have varying characteristics and traits that clearly 
identify them? Yes. Which bird do you see yourself as? 

 
 


